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                   INTRODUCTION
The Baltimore County Office of Planning has prepared A Citizens Guide to
Zoning in Baltimore County to assist in developing a basic understanding of the
various processes and documents related to zoning. The intent is to provide a brief
summary of the various zoning components. A more detailed description of zoning
related matters can be found in the Baltimore County Code and the Baltimore
County Zoning Regulations (BCZR), which are available on the Internet at
www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/law/countycode.html. Also, the planning
office staff is available to provide additional information.

Zoning is a legal mechanism by which county government is able, for the sake
of protecting the public health, safety, morals, and/or general welfare, to limit an
owner’s right to use privately-owned land. Zoning consists of maps and written
regulations.

Since 2004, Baltimore County’s official zoning map is in the form of an electronic
geodatabase. The county is divided among the 37 different kinds of “zones.” In
certain areas, one of the eight kinds of “districts” may be superimposed onto part of
a zone to provide additional detailed regulation.
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ZONING REGULATIONS
The written standards are contained in a loose-leaf volume of more than 300
pages, entitled Baltimore County Zoning Regulations (BCZR). Although there
are similarities among related zones and districts, each one is governed by a
different set of regulations. Typically, the regulations specify, usually in great
detail, the kinds of uses allowed (residences, businesses, manufacturing, etc.);
the maximum intensity of use (number of dwellings per acre, maximum floor area
per business, etc.); height limits for structures; minimum setbacks from roads and
other property lines; minimum number of off-street parking spaces; etc.

The zoning regulations are enacted by the Baltimore County Council and can be
amended at any time. Before doing so, however, the Council must first request
recommendations from the Planning Board and must hold a 
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