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               Federal Capital Territory

The Abuja Story – Historical

The present Suleja was formally known as Abuja, a sparsely populated town with a population of about
500,000 people; it was completely rural with little or no infrastructure. The ‘Aguda Panel’ was
commissioned to go round the country in search of a suitable location for the New Federal Capital with
two major points of reference; a region that is sparsely populated and that is centrally located. And the
region now known as Abuja met these requirements and hence became the recommended location for
the New Federal Capital.
The acceptance of the recommendation of the committee, led to the enactment of Decree No. 6, of 1976,
the Federal Capital Territory Act, and this became the blueprint for the re-location of the new Federal
Capital from Lagos to Abuja.
The town originally known as Abuja was later renamed Suleja, while the name “Abuja” was reserved for
the capital-to-be.
In order to realise the objective of developing Abuja, the new Capital City, into a masterpiece on the
African continent, the Federal Government established the Federal Capital Development Authority (FCDA)
as the sole agency vested with the responsibility of planning, designing and developing the new capital
city.
© 2020 The Federal Capital Development Authority. FCDA. All Rights Reserved
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       Federal Capital Territory
                   Fact Sheet

Location: Federal Capital Territory of
          Nigeria, Western Africa                      FCT
Constituencies: 6 Area Councils
                 Abaji, AMAC, Bwari,
                 Gwagwalada, Kuje, Kwali
Total Area: 8,000 km2 (FCC 250 km2)
Population: 3.10 million
Literacy:    67%
Natural Resources: Coal, Columbite, Tantalite,
                    Granite, Precious Stones, Gem
                    Stones
Climate: Dust haze, cold & dryness
Weather: Rainy & Dry seasons with brief
          harmattan
Geographic Features: Lush vegetation and rich
                      soil, Rivers, Hills, Mountains
                       & Forest.
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                          An Overview of the Abuja Masterplan
The FCDA has among others the statutory responsibility for Planning and Development of
Engineering Infrastructure in the Federal Capital Territory in accordance with the Abuja
Master Plan.

Planning:- This involves the production and implementation of a comprehensive Urban and
Regional plan for the Federal Capital Territory.

Engineering Infrastructure:- These includes Transportation, Foul and Storm Water
Drainages, Solid Waste, Water Supply, Electrical Power Supply, Telecommunication, District
Infrastructure, Airport Development, and Satellite Towns Infrastructure.

Other functions of FCDA includes the Provision of Public Buildings and the regulation of
Mass Housing Development.

Physical construction of the City commenced in 1979.
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                           An Overview of the Abuja Masterplan
Transportation Engineering Infrastructure

The Transportation Master Plan for the FCT provides for Road Network, Light Rail and Airport
Development (for Local and International flights).

The Road Network consist of different categories of roads providing for effective movement of
traffic within the Territory and linking the Territory to other Regional and National Road Network.
The three (3) categories of roads in the FCT are Primary Roads (Expressways, Ring Roads, Park
Ways, Transit Ways), Secondary Roads (Arterial and Collector Roads) and Tertiary Roads
(Important Local Streets, Local Streets & Minor Access Roads) which provide direct access to
properties within the Districts.
 The Ring Roads I – IV (RR I – IV) define the development phases of the City, while the Transit
Way is a mixed traffic corridor designed to carry vehicular and rail traffic through the City and in
particular connects the Sector Centres.

The Outer Northern Expressway (ONEX) and Outer Southern Expressway (OSEX) define the
boundaries of the City in the North and South respectively, while the Airport Expressway (AEW)
provides the link from the City to the Airport. Similarly, the Inner Northern Expressway (INEX) &
Inner Southern Expressway (ISEX) provide the rapid East to West movement from the Northern &
Southern flanks of the City respectively. See the Transportation Networks of FCT below
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An Overview of the Abuja Masterplan


                                  Figure.: Transportation Networks in FCT
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